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Where	are	we?	







“If	we	knew	what	we	
were	doing,	it	wouldn’t	be	

called	research”		
Albert	Einstein	



The	empirical	problem	





The	empirical	problem	





The	philosophical	problem	













#MovementForMovement	



“Evidence	from	study	designs	

higher	up	the	hierarchy	more	
reliably	informs	therapeu6c	
decisions”	(La	Caze,	2008):361	
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CAUSAL	
CLAIMS:	

Compara/ve	
studies	

NON-CAUSAL	
CLAIMS:	

Observa/onal	
/	
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Opinion	

Hierarchies	expose	causal	theory	
	



“One	small	thing	followed	by	another”	

Con6guity	

Temporal	priority	

Constant	conjunc6on	

Necessary	connexion	

David	Hume	(1739)	















“Bad	metaphysics	
costs	lives”		
Mumford,	2015	



	
“The	cause	is	then	about	the	

process	that	is	produc6ve;	the	
effect	is	about	the	process	

that	is	produced	”	Mumford	&	Anjum		2011		

	

		

	
Causal	Disposi6onalism	
			





Disposi6onal	Vector	Model	

Threshold		





Eviden6al	Pluralism		



*PERSON* 

Eviden6al	Pluralism	in	EBM	









What	is	our	research	vision?	

Embrace	our	complexity,	don’t	control	for	it	

Contextualise	popula6on	data	

Reconceptualise	fundamental	ideas	

Work	across	disciplines,	especially	the	humani6es	

Place	people,	not	pa6ents,	at	the	heart	of	our	research	
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